
 

 
 

WHITCHURCH TOWN HALL, HAMPSHIRE 
 

Whitchurch has been known as a Town since well before its recording in the Domesday Book.  
 
In 1579, two Members of Parliament were returned from here.  In 1708, Freeholders were the only people with the right to elect. During a 
Parliamentary Commission in 1831, it was recorded that there were 37 electors for Whitchurch. In 1832, the right of the Freeholders of 
Whitchurch to return members was abolished by Parliament and the Committee was abandoned. 
 
The Court Leet met at the Town Hall and was made up of Freeholders or Burgage Tenants, who were Jury Members, or served as officers of the 
Parish.  In 1840, the Court Leet’s sole function seems to have been the annual appointment of officers of the Borough, the Mayor, the Bailiff and 
Constable. However, the Court Leet was authorized to deal with disturbances in the Town ~ the regulation of the use of stalls at the Town Corner 
in 1873; the prohibition of the Salvation Army meetings in The Square in 1889.  It also collected rents due to the Borough. 
 
The current Town Hall was built by a local land owner, Lord Middleton, in or around 1791 using some of the timbers from the Old Town House, 
that had stood in the centre of The Square, and was demolished in the 1780’s. To commemorate the completion of the building, a grand Ball was 
held, on 13th December 1791.  The newly elected Mayor at the time was Lord Middleton’s brother William Brodrick.  
 
By 1841 there were stocks outside the Town Hall and two cages built beneath. In January 1848 the guardians gave notice on their tenancy. The 
Mayor was requested to approach the Chief Constable to see if the Town Hall could be used as a Police Station.  The proposal failed. 
 
In July 1852, the upper rooms were offered on lease to the Mechanics Institute and Reading Society ~ the Freeholders reserving the right to 
occupy the building for a public meeting.  The rent was £1.00 per year, and a condition of the rental was that the clock should be kept in good 
repair.  In 1858, the Committee became dissatisfied, and it was proposed that the Town Hall lease be assigned to Trustees appointed by the 
Freeholders.  This was defeated. 
 
In March 1862, the lower half of the building was let as a furniture warehouse, to a Mr. Godwin for £5.00 per year.  This appears to be the first 
time the Committee had permitted occupation of the building for non-charitable purposes. 
 
On 13th March 1863 Spencer Clarke was elected Mayor at the Court Leet.  In April that year, the byelaws of the Committee were amended to 
provide for an annual election of the Mayor, by the Committee of Freeholders, on 9th November.  This was not done in 1863, but in 1864.  In 
1866, a further amendment provided for an annual meeting of the Freeholders on 2nd November, and after that the annual election of the Mayor 
was abandoned.  Between 1864 and 1867, subscriptions were raised from parishioners, and other interested parties, to replace the old clock with 
a new “modern” eight-day clock.  In 1868 the Town Hall was used by a group of Total Abstainers.  In 1871, Mr. Godwin renewed the lease of the 
ground floor, for another 11 years. 
 
In 1878, the upper floor, held by the Mechanics Institute, was found to have fallen into disrepair, and it was no longer let to them.  In 1898, at the 
Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria, the Freeholders resolved to put the building back “in a capital state of repair”, and so they did.  They also 
resolved to appoint six gentlemen as additional Trustees. Records show that the building was put to a variety of uses.  The local Magistrate held 
sessions. Two rooms were used to shelter Military Units, passing through Whitchurch, and in 1919 by the National Federation of Discharged 
Soldiers and Sailors.  Parish Councils were set up in 1896, but Whitchurch Parish council met at the Poor Law Institute, (the Gables). More 
recently, the National Fire Service was accommodated in the lower middle section of the building.  In 1946, Midland Bank, (now HSBC) was in 
the lower right hand corner.  The Town Band practiced here, and the British Legion used the upper floor. From 1842, all the income from lettings 
had been applied to the maintenance of the building. 
 
New Trustees were appointed in November 1964, including the late Lord Denning, who took over and made safe the derelict northerly portion of 
the building, and later developed it as a shop with a flat above.  In 1972, the Parish Council decided to move into the empty rooms of the Town 
Hall from its premises, (which by this time were further up Newbury Street).  In 1972, under the new Local Government Act, the Council resolved 
to use the Town title, once again, thus becoming Whitchurch Town Council, with the right to call its Chairman - The Mayor.  Council meetings 
have been held in the Town Hall ever since; a Borough and County Information Point is open on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, 
between 9.30 a.m. and 11.30 a.m. and the building is used to accommodate other services which benefit the people of Whitchurch.  HSBC Bank 
closed their service branch in January 2010.  
 

 
 

All the above facts have been extracted from documents prepared in the setting up of a new lease when the Town Hall was registered with the Charity Commission in 1976, 
naming the Town Council as sole trustee. Also other information kindly provided by members of the Whitchurch History Society.  CMB. 
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